Creating a Sustainable Local Economic

Development Plan for Bowen Island

Bowen Island Municipality is progressing work
on a new community economic development
plan. The intention is to include all perspectives
in a thoughtful plan that serves the needs of
residents, businesses and visitors.

A recent survey completed by 185 residents
provided detailed insights on virtually all
aspects of the local economy. The project team
has now identified five "topic areas" that may
be central to the new plan when it is finalized
later this year. A backgrounder has been
prepared for each "topic area" so you can learn
more, and provide input on the following:

1. Health and wellness

2. Strategic tourism and the arts

3. Local food system

4. Knowledge sector and digital economy
5. Commercial and industrial sector

If you would like to participate in an online
focus group on one of the five topic areas,
please contact Stef Shortt, Community

Economic Development Liaison
at sshortt@bimbc.ca.

PLEASE SHARE YOUR IDEAS ON FIVE PROMISING AREAS
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CROSS-CUTTING PRIORITIES

Detailed analysis of survey input helped
identify five cross-cutting "community
priorities" the new plan must support.
When we run the online focus groups and
Town Hall, we will examine how each
topic area can address these priorities:

* Housing

* Environmental stewardship

* Economic leakage (off-island spending)
* Training and education

* Demonstration projects

GET INVOLVED

We need to hear from you at this early,
but critical stage of plan development.
Share your ideas and help ensure an
economic future for the island that is
diverse, sustainable and innovative. You
can provide suggestions on any topic or
cross-cutting theme by visiting our
Citizen Lab page to share your views.

You can also subscribe to receive ongoing
updates on each phase of the plan.



https://bowenisland.citizenlab.co/en/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.bowenislandmunicipality.ca/subscribe__;!!BupLon6U!80hZZLfDeUyYY6BmvLs3rmCIjftOXfvm7uuiS7wGLVWzrmSAVIyw1dbOedAQ0LsvJHqkwaXl3A$

Creating a Sustainable Local Economic

Development Plan for Bowen Island

Hop oN HO‘FD

3ustaina e
ocal

conomic
evelopment

BACKGROUNDER: THE KNOWLEDGE SECTOR AND THE DIGITAL ECONOMY
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BACKGROUND

A high percentage of Bowen Island residents
work in knowledge professions such as
professional, technical, and financial services
as well as digital economy/software
occupations. A higher percentage are self-
employed home-based business professionals
compared with the provincial average.

An important requirement for knowledge
workers is access to reliable high-speed
internet access. Strong digital infrastructure is
also important for community connectivity,
digital literacy, and video training.

KEY CHALLENGES

Residents identified the following
knowledge sector challenges:

* Cell service is very spotty.

* High speed internet is not available
island-wide nor at the same speeds as
the mainland.

* Lack of office space for knowledge
workers.

* Many professionals find they need to
commute due to challenges working
from home.

We want to hear from you! Visit

KEY OPPORTUNITIES

Residents identified the following knowledge
sector opportunities:

e Establish and maintain reliable internet
and consistently good cell reception.

* Expand the amount of office space and
create a co-working space with excellent
internet/cell access.

e Ensure that low-income and vulnerable
residents have affordable internet access
to improve their job prospects.

* Address affordable housing as many
knowledge workers work from home.

* Ensure that students have access to
good digital infrastructure as many
students obtain course materials online
and submit assignments online.

* Create a boarding school like Shawnigan
Lake or St. George’s school.

* Create a shared music recording/video
production centre.

OPPOSING VIEWS

Some residents felt that office space
should be clustered in the cove while
others felt they should be in different
locations to reduce on-island commuting.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

What other ways can we improve the
knowledge sector on Bowen Island and
create meaningful on-island jobs?

Learn how you can participate in the

https://bowenisland.citizenlab.co/en/

upcoming focus groups and Town Hall



